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there should be nothing left in our pouches, God
would put something therein. If any of us did any
evil thing, the others at once said to him: ‘ Do what
thou wilt; but the Fathers must know all we do.””’
In fact, when they arrived they told us, without our
asking them, all the good and all the evil they had
done, confessing their sins aloud. before being bap-
tized.

[48] I have mentioned above the evil reports and
the war that delayed the course of the Gospel. Mon-
sieur our Governor went up to the three Rivers with
a bark and some shallops, well armed, and removed
these obstacles. For, although contrary winds and
the precipitation of the Savages robbed him of the
opportunity of defeating their enemies against whom
he was proceeding —mnevertheless, seeing the good
will which a man of such merit had for them, they
met and held several councils among themselves, at
which they decided to embrace the Christian faith
and to dwell near the French. In fact, they erected
good and long cabins quite close to our settlement at
the three Rivers, giving us a fine opportunity of
teaching them. The affairs of God are always op-
posed. Everything was proceeding happily and they
were assiduous in attending the prayers that they
were made to recite in the Chapel, and the explana-
tions of the Catechism,— given to the women in the
morning, and to the men in the evening,—when
famine compelled them to seek their living here
and there, on the rivers and in the woods. The
delay in the arrival of the ships was the cause of this
misfortune. It [49] was a sore grief for us to see a
large number of very well disposed persons depart
from our vicinity, through inability to provide for



